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Mount through history

Continued from page 1 some odd experiences when | firsthat, while not overtly hostile, is
“It can be challenging,” said cameintobasictraining. There wererather more dismissive because itisThe Temp’e
Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Jeremy Steinberg,some young Soldiers who had auninformed, said Schwab.
a Reserve Soldier on duty with thekind ofignorance, whodidn'tknow  “Even other chaplains, for in- Sjte of original
221st“BSB g:hapl_eu.ns Office sincewhat the rellg_lon is about. st_anf:e when,they clo§e a pra,yerHanukkah remains
July. “What's fulfilling for me at The occasional unpleasantnessvith ‘In Jesus’ name ...”—there’s
least in this job, specifically be- is more than made up for by thegotto be another way. We've evenho,y to peOpIe of
cause of the isolation, people cargeneral atmosphere of acceptanceaised the issue with the chief ofthree religious faiths
feel drawn together.” and support, said Steinberg. “Thechaplains. There's away we can all
Steinberg, whose latest call tobig positive is that I've been very pray and be associated.”
active duty is about to end, recalledsatisfied inmy career. There arelots The flip side of ignorance is
the satisfaction of being able toofgood, sensitive people who wantbeing somewhat exotic. For manyT

By David Ruderman
104th Area Support Group Public
Affairs Office

he Temple Mountin Jerusa-

provide religious authority for Jew- to support equality and diversity. young Soldiers, meeting a Jewish lem, the site of the original

ish Soldiers deployed to Kosovo orStill there’s that small minority. It comrade may be their first encoun- Hanukkah, has been at the
Bosnia during every Rosh Hashanacomes from ignorance more thanter ever with a Jew, an encounter.anier of Jewish history for over
[Jewish New Year] and Passoveranything else. It tends to come outwith a real flesh-and-blood human 3,000 years. According to the Bible,
[the annual springtime commemo-when there are issues about kosheseing rather than a mythological opranam traveled there from
ration of the exodus from Egypt] food or the Jewish holidays.” concept. Beersheba to sacrifice his son Isaal
celebration during the past two DoJewish Soldiersstillencoun-  “Ifound thatmost Soldierswere ., the height called Mount Moriah.
years. ter barriers to being able to take offinterested,” said Knaus. “When I |, the biblical narrative, God inter-

Being alone during major holi- for major holidays? was in Korea and we would go 0Ny,anes in the form of a messenge
days that are often notevenvisible “I guess it happens,” said retreats, | would take my non-Jew- 5 commands him to sacrifice al
to their fellow Soldiers can have aSchwab. “I heard the story when lish friends along. I've had a mostly 5, instead.
particularly poignant quality for was in the Navy of a Soldier who positive experience. Soldiersmore 1 jebusite city of Jerusalem|
Jews in the military. wanted to take off for Yom Kippur than most, because there is such g« conquered by King David in | '

“They're just a little stuck,” said [the Day of Atonement, the holiest mix of backgrounds, tendto be mOre; 000 B.C.E., and he established hi§ |
Schwab. “l was in Kuwait for Pass- day of the year for Jews] and he kepbpen to learning what their neigh-
over and | met a Jewish Soldier whogetting turned down by his offic- bors are about.” Mount. His son Solomon built the

was just about to be sentbackto Iraggrs. So he just kept going up thepg .- . first Temple. which was destroved
and he was just so glad to see me.thain of command till he hitaone-eFr:/sitahy b?)tehrvslfeeir?berg and in 586 B?C.I,E. by the Babylon)i/an

Does encountering a Jewishstargeneralwho said, ‘l hope you're : ) .
chaplain, on the otherg hand, raisetakir?g the day off becaus:e[D | IzlnowISChV"ab assigned to W'eSbadenfonggggﬁ;f;?g%?:;; v;h_?_:]%olég;
difficulties for the majority of gen- am. the pas_t sever_al months, the> t shortly th ftg 'f h of
tile Soldiers? “Ithappens, butagain, if Jewish community’s ‘JeW'_Sh mem'?ers havelf\i/lueessosot(;rm%/a btzr?ﬁeeggrsrgl#; |g d

“There are two different things,” people are true to their faith and noﬁ1ad an opportunity that IS some- o the return of the Babvlonian ex-
said Schwab. “If a Soldier’s having ajust using it to get an extra day off, whatunusual for Sold|ers_ overs_eaé_les under the rule ofycyrus the
personal problem it doesn't alwaysit’s respected more and more aptto reg_ular access to a Friday nlght’Great and the restoration of the
meanit's areligious problem. If some-be given consideration,” he said. worship service to welcome theTempIe under the leadership of
one is having a crisis of faith, I'd tell ~ For her part, Knaus never expe-sa?b,ath' Nehemiah and Ezra at the end of th
him I'm Jewish and try to refer himto rienced problems with the issue. . It's “”“.5“3' to have wo J?W; sixth century B.C.E
a chaplain of his faith.” “No, I didn't. Generally speak- 'SP chaplains in the community, .

i “Thic i it ti The Temple continued as the
Jewish chaplains have to justing, apolicy letter goes outthroughﬁsédb}égﬁgiyvl—ﬁ;ésv\msrg:itetr'?:acemer of Jevsish ritual life through Miriam and Zev Schwab watch as Chaplain (Capt.) Mordechai Schwab lights a
put their identity and faith on the the senior chain of command, and

; | th their duty. that helpe get the word out | g esé’abbi-" Previous assignments inthefollowing centuries. Alexander Hanukkah menorah at the Wiesbaden Army Airfield Chapel Annex.
ine and carry on wi eir duty, w ut. lgu

whatever reaction they elicit. “That | was lucky. My commanders were Koreameantno local off-post Jew'tﬂe G_re_atsv;z;sBpgréuadiq to SparPtoIemies and the distant but increasother attempt to re-establish Jewish sov
is the chaplain’s responsibility, first pretty aware. Mycommanderstook'sh community and one Jewish chapthe cityin he F -ONhis way 0 jngly powerful Romansresulted inthe ereignty that ended in failure in 135.
and foremost,” said Steinberg.the opportunity to give methetime.la'rl dedicated to the peninsula. ~ cOnquering the Persian Empire.establishment of a free Jewish monarJewish independence in Jerusalem
“There are not enough of us andl never had any problem with that. | "iS congregation s pretty After his death his empire was di- chy thatruled from 142-63B.C.E.  would be re-established only in 1948.
we’re probably notdoing enough.”  “It'strue, I'm from Connecticut, much brand new —there was nothided among his generals, and the ~The Hasmonaean Dynasty ended  In the intervening centuries Jerusa
“In the military the reaction to and compared to the rest of thend here before,” said Steinberg.Seleucid dynasty based in Dam."’_‘"ththe Roman conquest and assumplem remained the center of Jewish spiri
Jews is pretty much like it is in country, in New York, New Jersey ‘There’s been a pretty good re-ascus competed with the Ptolemaigion of political control. Under Roman tuallife and aspirations. Though Jewish
America in general,” said Schwab.and Connecticut it's not unusual SPONS€ once you advertise it. Irsrulers based in Egypt for control of tutelage Herod ascended to power ircommunities, buffeted by the geopoliti-
If that's the case, do Soldiers rungoing to high school to have peopleP€en going up steadily. We're prettythe Land of Israel and Jerusalemio B.C.E. and greatly expanded thecal forces of the centuries, continued td
into the anti-Semitic attitudes andtake off for the holidays. It was a bit €l0se to aminyan [the quorum of 10among other territories. Temple Mount, erecting the enormousinhabit the city with occasional inter-
behaviors that still crop up from time of a culture shock for me. It wasn’t @dults necessary for communal The ascension to that throne ofretaining walls that stand till this day. ludes of persecution and banishment
to time in American society? necessarily a negative attitude. ItPrayer]. Itsfromatraditional prayer AntiochusIV Epiphanesin175B.C.E. It was the site of the most signifi- the Temple was never rebuilt.
“I's a tide that ebbs and wasmore like people notknowing,” book. We do as much in English asqshered in atlrr_1e oflnter_1§e persecueant events in the life of Jesus, who The city is holy as well to Christians
flows,"said Steinberg. “Especially she said. necessary.” tion ofthe Israelites. Traditional prac- was crucified in Jerusalem by the Ro-and Muslims.
with that movie thatcame outinthe  The occasional disregard for The group meets in a formertices were banned and the Templenans in 33 C.E. His original circle of ~ The Church of the Holy Sepulcher
spring [Mel Gibson’s “The Passion Jewish sensitivities or perspectivesstorage room in the Wiesbadendesecrated, being turnedinto ashrindewish followers resided there until was originally erected in 335 and has
of the Christ"] —that didn’thelp.| can also manifestitself in behaviorArmy Airfield Chapel Annex.
felt the backlash more than | ever AHanukkah party will take place revolt under the leadership of aJames,the head ofthe churchinJerusarhe Muslims conquered Jerusalem in
have in my life.” - N there Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. All are wel-priestly family known as the lem,isreported to have been martyred538, erecting the Dome of the Rock ang
“As a sailor | did a little bit, come. Maccabees that began in 168 B.C.Eby being thrown from the Temple the Al-Aksa Mosque on the Temple
though not so much,” said Schwab ‘ With Steinberg about to depart, Using guerilla tactics, the Mount heights. Mount by the end of the seventh cen
B a8

city just to the south of the Temple

Photo by Karen Edge

“In my unit there was another Jew- Schwab will continue to lead the Maccabees defeated the far supe- Eight years later the Temple wastury to mark the site where the Quran
ish sailor, and on his locker some-
one drew a swastika. They found
out who it was. It was just igno-
rance essentially.”

“There was some joking around,
but never anything | would call
anti-Semitic,” said Knaus. “l had

in Wiesbaden and said he hoped ibattles and retook control of Jerusacity slaughtered by the Roman gen-to heaven during his Night Journey.
would continue when he moves onlemin 165 B.C.E. Hanukkah com- eral Titus. The rebuilding of the cityas  Today the site and the city of which

“I would hope so. We have a memorates the rededication of theAelia Capitolina at the instigation of it is the center remain holy to the three
Jewish lay leader here too, so if ITemple at that time. The geopoliti- Emperor Hadrian and the erection of amonotheistic religions of the West, and
deploy they should be able to keepecal gyrations of the next 20 yearstemple to Jupiter on the site in 132there is little doubt that its status will
it going,” he said. involving the Seleucids, the sparked the Bar Kochba Revolt, an-remain significant in the future.

to the king. The oppression led to atheywere expelledin 62. Jesus’ brothebeen reconstructed over the centuries.

congregation as long as he remaingior Seleucid forces in a series ofdestroyed and the inhabitants of thesays the Prophet Mohammed ascendgd

Frankfurt’'s Explora Museum

Puzzle solvers of all
ages invited to one-

of-a kind exhibition

Story and photos

by Karl Weisel
104th Area Support Group Public
Affairs Office

tical challenges, hands-o {
puzzles and an invitation to §
look at the world through| =

three-dimensional glasses are amo
the highlights of a visit to Frankfurt's
Explora Museum.
Located in aformer several-story
high World War Il bunker in a quiet
residential neighborhood, the mu
seum is a showcase of optical illu
sions, holograms and exhibits aime
atawakening an interestin more tha
one level of the viewing experience
Upon entry visitors are provided witl
their very own pair of green-and-re(
tinted glasses through which the
are invited to peruse the many imagge
which have been created to portra :
more than a simple two-dimensionaln Explora Museum visitor examines a poster using three-dimensional glasses to reveal a multifaceted
universe. image. Various optical challenges are presented in the Frankfurt exhibition hall. Photo below: four pieces of
Drawings of artist Christo Marilyn Monroe are joined together in a pyramid mirror in the center of one image.

Javacheff’'s “wrapped Berlin . o L .
Reichstag” take on depth as one dons the glas§B§ facility. Once inside visitors are directed up

and moves around the flat surface. It's as if orfg€ Stairs towander through the gallery. Becaus
could reach into the artist's work and rearrang@f the dense outer walls and dimly lit interior i
the objects and people within. One experienc&9Me rooms, one has the impression that em
the same sensation in a poster for the film “Tomf5@mes await viewing in some rooms. But clos¢
Raider” which is displayed next to a print ofinspection reveals a world populated by thg
Leonardo da Vinci's “Vitruvian Man” that obvi- holographic likes of a very real-looking, threey &
ously served as its inspiration. dimensional Dracula, baskets of eggs, cubes ajd

Many of the images are familiar — M.C.other animate and inanimate objects.
Escher drawings, Dali and Picasso paintings — Besides the many puzzlers —drawings whicf
butitis atreatto become reacquainted with theneveal an entirely different image when viewedl}
among the many eye-opening optical puzzlerdtom a different angle or perspective — argf

The museum building, which once served astereoscopic pictures and Single Image Randd
protection for Frankfurters in the neighborhoodot Stereograms. While most of the optical tea
from Allied bombs, was builtin 1938 and featuregrs reveal a second level fairly quickly, the SIRDS
two-meter-thick outside walls. take a serious dose of patience. displaying his collection in the town of

Even before entering the exhibition, one is  Young people may enjoy the hands-onyi 1 elsbuhl at asister museum In 1994 he open
provided with an obvious clue that humor playpuzzles as much as the visuals. Besides solvifg Frankfurt-Rédelheim, befolre acquiring the

Museum curator Gerhard Stief first bega

a hefty role in the exhibition. A giant bust ofT-form and tower puzzles, younger visitors are
Vladimir llyich Ulyanov Lenin adorned in a hefty welcome to make music with cowbells, a ste
pair of three-D goggles welcomes newcomers tgrum, piano and other instruments.

rmer bunker and opening at the present site
%ﬁaar later.

One of the most intriguing holograms titled
“Shower Lady” features an almost cinemati
quality viewing experience. As one moves fror
left to right the three-dimensional woman de
picted in the shower seems to become aware
the viewer and takes steps to protect herself frg
prying eyes. Oneis rewarded with awink from th
modest maiden as one reaches the far right s
of the image.

The Explora is not the largest museum in th
world, but because many of the displays requi
patient viewing, one finds the time passin

ments for those needing a break.
The Explora Museum is located at Glaubur|
Platz in the Nordend section of Frankfurt. To g4

to Glauburgstrasse and walk about 300 meters
that street before turning left onto
Lortzingstrasse.

day from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission€® for
adults and5 for children. For more information
visitthewww.exploramuseum.eebsite or call
civ (069) 788 888.

quickly. A cafe in the museum features refresi-

there by public transportation take the U-5 train

The Explora is open Tuesday through Sun-
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